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Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Fifth grade includes some exciting changes for your child, including a team teaching approach. 
Students are placed on either the Blue team, with Mr. Weinstein and a teacher to be named or on the 
Gold team with Mrs. Hoehlein and Mrs. Sidebottom. The teachers on each team specialize in specific 
curriculum areas, either: Math, Science, Informational & Research-Based Writing  or Reading, Social 
Studies, Literary & Historical Writing.  We believe this model serves your child’s instructional learning 
needs and transition to middle school. 
 

With these changes in mind, we hope that you are as excited as we are about beginning 
a most memorable year at Potter Road! Regardless of what team you are on, we are ALL part of 
the Potter Road fifth grade team. As your teachers, we work together closely to provide your 
child with a rich and purposeful year of learning. 
 

Some highlights of our fifth grade journey include rich field trips connected to our 
study of history & science, authentic scientific inquiry, explorations in math, literary adventures 
across all genres and powerful academic conversations throughout the year. We encourage 
passionate debate and discussion in our classrooms as a way to build on the ideas of others and 
gain strong speaking and listening skills. 
 

As part of the PRS Summer Reading Program, we ask that all fifth graders read a 
fiction book FROM OUR LIST and complete the attached response sheet. We also ask that 
you read a nonfiction science or math book from the suggested topics list. You will complete 
a response sheet for your nonfiction book. The public library is an ideal resource for this work. 
OUR GRADE 5 READING LIST and response sheets are also linked on our websites.  Please 
bring both response sheets with you when you return in August.  

 
We would also like for you to keep your mathematics skills STRONG. Make sure you 

do math activities from your summer learning materials. You should also practice some 
multiplication (up to 10 x 10). Remember to use the facts you do know to help you figure 
out facts you don’t know. A  little math goes a long way! 
 

We are looking forward to a year filled with many successes! Have a wonderful 
summer, and remember…….READ, READ, READ!!! 
 

The Fifth -Grade TEAM 
Mrs. Hoehlein ~ Mrs. Sidebottom ~ TBA ~ Mr. Weinstein 


